PBO new boat test Odin 820

The new
ower-sailer
from Poland

if you like the idea of the MacGregor 26, but
fancy something a little bigger and plusher, the
Odin 820 might be the boat you're looking for.

David Harding reports.

£20,797 (inc VAT, exc. engine and trailer)

ince the Maclrregor 20 was

inkmcluced €ight years ago, 1t

has  had the power-sailer

market oll o frself. And

that's surprising. When a

i el proves to b & s1c-

cemnful s the MacGregor has been, other

pecpde sre wsuakly quick toocopae Bt o, @l

the wery least, o bomow some key ele-

ments and present them (o a shighithy dif-
ferent package

Yei, until last season, buyers who fancied

a ooy trsiber-sakler that wonild also maoabor

fast enoagh (o tow o water-skler had

nowhere else to go, unless they trecked
down one of Dufowr's Dues, The French
slant built a hundred or so of §is variation
on the MacGregor theme, but never
pushed them and ofill, gpparendly, has ol
ar s sitting outskde one of ks [Boores. A
Finriish agilder hacl a go, oo, peoducing a
urill mumber of a4 boot called the YiZla,
which didn't prove successiul. Althiouph
rumnoues bayve cinoulabed e dme to time
about other peojects in Eanope, nothing
else appeared until the Odin 820 was
shown al the Dusseldor] Boat Show in
larmany last vear

& sguare transom and large gutbosnd are clues thal e Odin is no ordinary salling boat

Here, at last, was & baal that looked a8
thimagh it could pesent o serious threat (o
the MacGregon. Or s thought fahn Yiiey,
who wanibed a boal with a big engine that
viotabd et him Bome 1 the weather (hreat-
ened o make him lote for worke Having
Ioakeed at the Mae, he thought the Odin felt
e seibsbantial, He abso likoed the shiidecis,
because they allowed him o walk forwand
rather than clamber over the coachmoof,

%o b had g test sail, placed an order and
ther, believing il wis a boat he conild sell
in the UK, nesodated the dealership with
Vislker and Gerda Lamprecht, the German
couple wh had given binh io the Odin

Julin sodd six boats a1 the Southampton
Rewrt Sk, amd tuas found Buyers for five
more simce, He's iow Busy Mmanging over
10HD biesd sadls. I0's the sort of start most new
dbealers can only dream about

Bt why has the Odin cavsed such a stir
and why have several woald-be MacGregor
owers dichded o spend several thousand
pounds more o e Ceerman alternative!

Fo answer that question, we nesd (o look
at the reasons why the |,.IH'IFII'I.‘|:":!!||'- sharied
L priject |h|_':|' were Mactiregor disaliers
in Germinny wiho decided to create their
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ovent bemat, They would keeep the bits of the
MaoGegor they liked, discard those they
didn't, and add some featumes of Bweir owr
M design and develoganent ssork was
cartied out In conjunction with Andrjez
Falarz, a hoatbwilder who sold Mac{aregors
in Poland

Poles apart?
Visually, the simitaritics between the Ocdin
and the MacGregor are obnviows. By natune
of thiedr dual-purpose mles, both have high
frechoand, square transoens and  rather
squiat rigs, | hooked at the compromises in
the MacGregor's design in PBO 438 (June
20031 most of them apply equally 1o the
Odin. To summeartse, a sailing boat that can
motor at planing speads won't sl as well
as one that’s intended purely for sailing,
And since 1 can't be expected o comipete
with a dedicated motorboat. wnder power,
it's unlikely. 1o appeal fo purists of efther
prermaskon, Oudin buyers are genemlly people
whao, ke John, want something with a
mast and sakls vet which still lets them firm
& key and motor home at 15 Enots.

As low the differences between the two
power-sadlers, the Odin is more than a foot

hmmml—lﬂﬂl
lprge genoa csil for sarty reefing

i0Am) longer than her Amerkcan rval,
both overall and on the watetline, She’s
4.5in {110mm) beamier — bocause the
Frirogean maximam width for tratling s
greater than in many Amerlcan siates -
abawrt BOED I.L.-_H;.:.- havier, and carries
marginally more sail. Her centreplate is of
lodwer aspect tatbo and i ballasted with
110N (508 of kead. [ was osiginally glass-
sheathed timber, weighibng just 5500 (25kg),
nat the badlclers wene persuaded 0o imeakae It
heavier when the Nosh-Genmaon dealer,
Dirk Kroll, annmounosd bis imbentbon bo sxil
from Germanys Baltic coast, anmind e
top of Denmark and dosen the other side to
Holland, Decause it was winber and he
knew there would be lumps of o2 koating
arcrmnd, he ook the precaution of having
ihe bl Rarmimate incressed aroind  the
witerline at the bow.

Following Flerr Kmll's successiul vovape,
all Ohdins have bewen bulll (0 wlhal ecame
kmwn as the North Sea specification
Monetheless, it would be wrong o think ol
thie boat as an offshore crobbee A kel
welghing (ust over 1500 (68Kg) 15 light Do
i 27-footer, and hlgh-m.‘ﬂ:l, wafer-hallasted
dpsbpm with relatively low angles ol e |
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PBO new boat test Odin B20

[ vanishing stability are still mwre at home

close o land in calm waders - LHke Hhose
that greeted me when | arrived in Gradao,
ofi the llian coast between Treste and
Vendoe, to test her

Full speed ahead

Moboring trials came first. The poopedler
usedd initally on the 7hp Johnson four-
stroke procuced disappointing resolts, so i
was changed for a test prop ol ooarser
pitch. Then, vith four peopbs on board, the
GFS showed our spesd rising from  just
short of B knots at 2 7000 rpm. (0 1.5 knots
o 4000 mun and & maximum of 167
knods at full throttle. On an empty boat
without a mast, Volker Lamprecht says he
has recoucled 24 knots

Oding sodd in the UK will have Honda or
Suruki englnes as stindard, though the
Johnson looks nicely colour-ooondinated
with its white livery, Together with the
buruki equivalent - which I8 based on the
spme engine — 18's also the anly T0hp four-
stroke. As most of the competifors are 73hp
and the Odin i camently rated o Grry a
maximum of Fihp, the bailder is hoping
i hiave the miing increased in the mear
futune. But swhatever the pros and cons of
the different engines, the Johmson proved
bes b quibel and smooth-manning, powering
Ui st thiroiaph the tums it cavila
LIOF OfF any n".'i|..'\.'I||'|I1 i s

when the tme came o wil, we e the
boat stop, opened the walves to FIl el
hallast tank, kowersd the centreplate and
rudders, and rsed the englne, Once e
tank was full - abownt five marotes loter -
wie wet the sails and comiimoed af o Asope
relaxed pace tn 8 to 10 koods of breans,

i% W ||i1 the Mac, sailing an Odin will b
for the enjoyment of being oul on the
water rather than Far the sensary pleasure
o hamddling a thoroughbréd. Yo can't
forget that it's S0FG motorboat and, wihen

Witk the small wheel offsst to starbasrd, it
ean be mosl comforiabbs io siser by fool

Unsder umil and for msnseuvring untder povwer, the nedders ane owered and sllowed 1o Ml sith
wnter. Thoy're haled up for high-speed motoring, but stay connected Bo the engine

vou consider that the wiveel is mmibng two
rudders and an engine, 1S no sagerise that
Lhe el fecds |keless,

O the positive side, wo actrieved speeds
ol between 3.5 and 3.9 kropts 1o winauimd
el tacked throogh 90°, It would have
been an unremarkable set of figunes for a
conventional 2 7-Toofer, bad wad reasonalide
for a hybnd even allowing for conditions
thuat shiowed the boat off (o best sdvantage
flat water and the rght amount of breezse
for fwll sall. Anw Increase n the wWisnd,
thiouphy, and the Odin would have Been
ower-powened, Our heel angle of st 15
ar XF in the odd fresher spell suggesied
shie's a boat vou meed b reef early.

Another pleasant sorprise was s shipse
ol the sils, especially the mainsail. Un ihe

Tha Ddin's mowldings are genorplly feir,
baill tha fsbF-&llp Tinish cowld be Better

alther hiond, IC woukl have been nioe o see
o more exlensive cew reinforcement
on e cross-cul genoa. | hie sall was of such
loww aspect atle that the sheet load ran
icrosy the bilas of the Sor cloth,. causing

Lined and
trimmed

difforences between lhe
MacGrogor 26X and the Odin are

lmmediataly apparon down below.
Whareas tha Mac is brght. simple and
wven a liflo skark. the Poles have linsd the
hullsides with a soft. guilted tabric and
incorporabed plenty of trim in Eght oak. As
on deck, you don't have 1o look far o find
impsartections, but the overall effect is of 8
padded and comiorable environmend.

Headroom ranges from 67 100 (1.76m)
af the pfter end of the sakoan 1o 50 Xn
{1.57m) over the water ballas! Lank.

Showage s adequabe for wiaksnd|rg.
though the space under ihe Tarward part
af the berth in the bow @nd under the
double berth in the sharh 18 Tilled wilh
palyurethans foam.

& simpie galley [ives bo port by the
companiomesay, with 8 door on the
opposite skde opening bo 1he haads
compariment. & surprise haea s the
teattery, mownbed inaide & kcker al chast
height: & weight |ilke thal would besi be
sbiasd lomar donwin,

Cleaning ta mate aasy by the fulklength
Imterior msoullding, whiss condensation
should be kept under control by the foam
shove ihe deckhaad Bning
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notahle distortéom at the chow, The selmak-
et has since changed the design o alleviate
ihe |'|r|1|1|ﬂ'r|_ though Oddin Have supgested
thiat l.|'|'.l;|i:n||.1|.'-|.l saily may well appear on the
eniras Hst,

Returning to the perdommance and hane-
dling of the test boat, we accelemaded (o 4.3
knots with the sheels ssed and, av wihen
beating, could leave the boat oo sadl |‘I|:“'T'.!|‘|
mast of the time, Tacking single-hanced
demanded a litthe meore enérgy, becauss of
the meed o move foraard from bebined the
wiheel 1o tend the Antal 7 winches on the
coachroof, The search for 8 relaxed steering
position also led o some of our hefmsmen
sitting outhoard angd steering with thelr
fect; the small wheel glves you a Holted
chiokoe of seats i vou want tohold on fo i

Motoring home

Shoaild you decide that you're not salling
[t emough o pet ome 10 tme for sepper,
wion drop the sails, raise the centrepdate and
ruddes, lower the enging and open e
valves in the waler lank: the one in the
eramsorm for 12t the wates onal, and the othar
one under the forward berth bo let the adr
k. That takes about Four mlmates. You then
mieisdd fo albow alvoul another elght minutes
of matoring o empty the ballast tank and
resch il speed.

For the altimate performance under

PBO new boat test Odin 820

Thie T0hp Johnson jour-stroke pushed the
fost boal slong ot soarty 17 knots

engine, of couse, you would lower the
mast. But if you donT want it to come
down on s own one day, yvou will need far
mose rig tenshon than we had on our fest
bl In faly. Apart from leading 1o exces-

sive heel and gemerally poor performance,
sinck rigging imposes unialr strains on the
mast, wine, chalnplates and terminals. And
while | would be surprised to sec mamy
Cidin owwniers beating into more than 15
knots of wind, I'm sure that plenty of them
will meotor arcund at planing speeds. By so
dolng, even on a welatively Aat sea, they
will be mitjecting the dg to snatch loads of
immense proportlons unless the dgging is
wound down tghtly enough. The bigiest
problem will e tensioning the lowers
with the cap shroikds chose o one skde anad
thse coachroof the other, it% a Gddly job

Staving with the rigping, the mast amd
B are extrided in Poland, but bear no
indicatbon of the maker and are finished in
a simple and, in places, mther crude
maneer The mast’s secthon and the dame-
ter of the rgging both look on the small
aleles yoni have o remembes that the Odin's
relatively o righting meoment  means
they'ne not countering the samw lateral
fomce &y they would on a conventionally
ballaste] Bt All the same, the chaln-
plates are attacksed Below s decks 1o
chunky-looking te-bars.

Mlowt of the rest of the hardware oomees
from well-known companies  nciuding
Easymarine, Moonkight amd Vetus. The
pemna trecks run from just okt the st
t the aftermost end of the coackhionl and

- ..l "' . 4

The badh m B gism w 08 4in fore-and-al by
B Bn afevarisbaps (1N x5 2 )

mmuﬂmm“m

ol

Pt ol B irfisnar miouiding in the Gallsy
T andl hesds o foam coned for rgicily

decormtion; honce the inbsrior

Foam budenncy Bla muds of e
e baynk, apacn sech e
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PBO new boat test Odin 820

0N B20 SPECIFICATION

LOa& 2610 11in (8.20m|
LWL _24‘!1 11in (7. 60m)
Beam il BR 2.5in (&.50m})
Draf - cenmenoar i i Oin ({31m)

@D AT Aft Ban 1. 25my

E!':..".‘F.‘li‘.‘:i'..-"'-'"*’"- 4,875k (2,211kg)

Baillast - lead i 10k Sk

- waatar 1,710k [FFEg)

Sall aroa AD6sc) & |28 Bag m)
{rresn A& 100%: icrstraargiw)

Eniginag ouibaard, 10 16 Thg

!_-I--bunl;ln §it 10m [1.7Em)

Designer Didn Yachieni

Oudin Yachien Poiska

Bulldor Edin Yachban

Disbribubor: Wittay Marne Sales, Unit 17
Hadfanham Busness Park, Thame Hoad,
Haddannam. Bucks, HP17 BL, Tol: D1B44
FEOEAD. Fax: 01844 792437 Email; marne
palesEatpymachinnry.com

CONSTRUCTION Odin fulls ame laid up
wilh & soild [eminate incorpomting o blus,
moulded-in boot top. & plasto fender
covers tha jon batwean the hull and
comschrood mouldings.

Tha contreplate = rmised by a line &d
back over the deck. [t hinges on & boll thai
can bo moched hokow the [abea

=

13-
ar-
11-
‘ Pr—mm ey oo oaig a
1=

bE-
4AF

el a il

Ties i curwe shows & wanishing
mnghe of 110 and B msaimum
righting momeed ot 257

Enuckies in e
ormicdes deflect
spray and ndd
Ty

- Pater bows mia T bobos
rudder biades o keed
em dowm

The cerlmplan &
nalneiad wih 1100
[Skg] of lsad

provicle welcomme wipport undberboot i, & |
found easiest, you move orwand over the
top mther than shultle slong the narrow
sidedecke. Without U trncks, e would e
interesting: the diamond pon-slip pattem
is neat but not particularly effective,

Chrnce st the bovw, you Bavd an anchor well,
a couple of cleats and what appears to be
the stamdard Polish areangement  for
attaching the forestay to the stembead
fitting while leaving the mast-lowering
tnckle connecied. The only significamt
oprtission 8 an anchor roller. Mounted on
the end of a sharl bowspris, It appears on
the extras list for 400

Oalver extras inchsde the englne, battery,
trables, compass, Gldeads, pemoa and roller
reefing gear (a hank-on jib comes as stan-
dard), wnsd slab reefing for the mainsail
Your £21,000 or so (ncheding VAT) buys a
tairly basic package. John Wittey says his
custoemers are typically spending  about
£35, 0000, When vou comsider that a Soenki
Tohp four-stroke outhoard and the four
wheeled traller between them atcount foa
m_-.irl'!.' £, 5040, it's casy o see whene the

MOy goes
Weighty matters

Alt hnug'h the (klin oosts more (han ghe
"0.1.].|:|I,j|1:g|:|r. shie cowtdidn 't e describad as an
cEpemsive boat. She needs a bigger engine
hecanme of her greater size and wesghit - the
Wac s rated for SOhp = and, possibly, &
hipgeer tow car In Sweden, a further consid-

Sidedechs mre ukible b narrew. I0s sflen
masinr ko meaue larward aver Dha lep

erition b5 the need for the equidvalent of an
HGY licence befome you can drive legally
with something of the Odin's welight
befiinad you,

Fis vour extra cash, you get a boat that,
disipite clearly being bullt to a price, focls

more aalid thon her Amencan rival and
coeniss with a higher level of trm and inte-
rior Ardsh, That was the OORSENSUS Mo
the dealers | mel; nob surprisingly, you
ittt sy, thoigh most of them staned by
selling Macs and are in a good position to
make comparisons, Some  have now
switched alleglance and others currenthy
have a foot in both camps.

Additional features an the Cdin inelude
cockpit lockers each side. There's room for
& pair of 22-litre petrol tanks in a separate
compartment that opens from the stem,
though switching the fuel kead from one o
the other ot a1 sea coaild be an interesting
exercise; As an altemative, you can have a
4-liere tank with a deck fillen It wosidd be
handier for filling up at the guayside,
less convendent if vou want o take advan-
tage of cheaper petrol at a garage. Another
opthon 5 & 45-liime tank built in abaft the
dmible berih,. which  wouald l:l.'lrrl ke
waight lower dovwm for betier stability,

To what extent the German=Toldh mnew
comier will affect sales of the MacGregos &
mard 1o tell at this stage, But whichever
boat you prefer, it's important not bo udge
salling as a g by ther performande of o
|'-:M-|,-r-g.1.|||r|g twvlwrid. Plenty of newcormsers
are attracted o the concept anad may never
appreciate the fum that sailing can be in o
losat that doesan’t have to Fulfi] dual sobes.
Like the MMactaregor, the Cddin S a comypro-
mise. Like the MacGregor, she's also one
that looks destined o suocesd. m
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